INTRODUCTION
Barium enemas are one of the most commonly requested radiological examinations. Here in Bristol the enemas are carried out in double contrast, which is becoming widely accepted as the standard examination of the colon (Thoeni and Margulis 1978) . However there are several problems which have to be overcome if an optimal double contrast examination is to be obtained.
The colon must be free of its contents if abnormalities are not to be obscured, although this is true of all bowel examinations (Laufer 1976 (Chapman and Nakielny, 1981 The faecal and mucosal assessments in the 31 cases of inflammatory bowel disease and the 61 cases in which polyps were found are summarised in Table 2 ).
C. REPORTING There were 55 cases, summarised in Table 5, in which the original report and the review findings 
